TG ¢

] T e TS 8 TREH T

[Ensuring Academic Freedom in Higher Education]
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Academic freedom is intellectual freedom within the
institution of learning. Like any other kind on intellectual
freedom, if depends at once on the government of the
institution and on the spirit that animates the government
i,e the body of educationas.
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A secuerity against hazainds to the pursuit of truth by those
persons whose lives one dedicated to conserving the
intellectual heaitage of the ages and to extending the whole
of knowledge.
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These two functions are the essence of the university
progress and development of the university education and
administrative endeavour.
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“The right of educationists for self government in their
own affairs, i. e. eight to carry on their legitimale activities
without interfeaence from outside authorities, whichever
may be the political system, or the state.”
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The junuire teacher is interested in knowledge for its own
worth whileness no matter what else it brings. The junuire
student is interested in learning for its own sale no matter
what utility it may serve. In seeking knowledge he is
seeking Truth.
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Mr. Vice-Chancellor, the older universities in England
have owed their vitality and their academic and
intellectual independence leargely to the fact that they
have at varions times been richly endewed with eifts of
land and money enabling them to pursue their ideal in
peace and quiteness and without interfenence. The Dacca
university is still in the stage when it has to depend on
government for the both of the funds necessary for its
existence and the result is that even expenses of its
activities is depended upon the approval of the executive
government and the hegislatule for it is they who have to
fund the cost (D.U. Convocation Speech, Vol.I) |
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On the plea that there were many cases of abuse of
autonomy in vitually all the universities, the dealy and
long chereshed idea of autonomy itself was sacrificed,
taking advantage of a period of stress and strain through
which the system was passing. They had to give the dog a
bad name before killing it.
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“This establishd the tradition that forces of normal law and order
should exempt the places of higher learning. That is why in most
of the universities there is an officer called proctor who performs
the functions of a magistrate within the university.
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