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"A religion is a unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things...
beliefs and practices which unite into a single moral community .... all those who
adhere to them."
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"The art of performing charms, skills, and rituals, to seek to control events or
govern certain natural or supernatural forces." (Oxford Concise Dictionary of
Sociology, 1996)
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"Prayer and magic are the two basic techniques of dealing with the super-
natural” (E.Adamson Hoebel and Thomas Weaver).
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In a general way, it cannot be doubted that a society has all that is necessary
to awaken in human minds the sensation of the divine, simply by the
influence which it exerts over them; for to its members it is what a god is to
his believers. A god, infact, is first and foremost a being whom men think of
as superior to themselves in certain ways, and upon whom they believe that
they depend. Whether it be a conscious personality, such as Zeus or Jahveh,
or merely abstract forces such as those in play in totemism, the believer, in
both cases, believes himself held to certain manners of acting which are
imposed upon him by the nature of the sacred principle with which he feels
he is in communion ... Now the modes of conduct to which society is strongly
enough attached to impose them upon its members, are, by that very fact,
marked with a distinctive sign which evokes respect.

- Emile Durkheim
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In Marx's words, ‘religion is the sigh of one oppressed creature, the sentiment
of a heartless world and the soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium of the
people'.

Religion acts as an opiate to dull the pain produced by oppression. It does
nothing to solve the problem, it is simpley a misguided attempt to make life
more bearable. As such, religion merely stupefies its adherents rather than
bringing them the happines and fulfilment. In Lenin's words, 'Religion is a
kind of spiritual gin in which the slaves of capital drown their human shape
and their claims to any decent life.! From a Marxian perspective, most
religions movements originate in oppressed classes. Their social conditions
provide the most fertile ground for the growth of new religions.Thus Engels
argues that, 'Christiarnity was originally a movement of oppressed people; it
first appeared as the religion of slaves and emancipated slaves, of poor people
deprived of all rights, or peoples subjugated or dispersed by Rome.'

-Michael Haralambos
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